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Cheonmachong Tomb

This is Ancient Tomb No. 155 in Hwangnam-dong where a gold crown,
bracelets, and other relics were found during the excavation in 1973. The
tomb’s name is taken from a painting of a flying white horse on a mudguard
saddle flap that hangs from both sides. In the painting, the horse flies into
heaven with its tail turning upward, from which its front and back legs
have a protruded ring-shaped hook and its tongue appears to be darting
out, showing the spirit of God. This depicts that the white heavenly horse,
the God of animals, probably serves as carrying the dead to the heaven.
Representing one of the Silla paintings that so far remains, along with the
Avatamska Painting at the time of King Gyeongdeok, it is considered most
valuable.
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Gold Crown from Cheonmachong

This gold crown, which was found with a buried body wearing the crown, is a typical
Silla gold crown excavated from Cheonmachong and is 32.5 cm high. Outside the
coffin were found inner caps and diadem ornaments for the gold crown along with
other burial possessions. It has a circular headband with three prongs at the front and
two antler-shaped uprights at the back. The three Chinese character-like LLi “mountain”
prongs are composed of three tiers with bud-like decoration all along the edges. The
entire crown is embellished with round gold plates and curved jade from which hangs
twisted gold wire and is closely attached with gold plates. Two gold chain pendants*
with leaf-shaped spangles hang from either side of the crown.

* Pendant: a dangling ornament
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Tomb of King Michu Historic Site No. 175

This is the tomb of King Michu Isageum (r. 262-284), the first king of the Kim clan
and the 13th king in the Silla period, who prevented several invasions from Baekje
and encouraged cultivation. This tomb, measuring 12.4 meters.in height and
56.7 meters in diameter, is a round earthen tumulus with a fence surrounding
the whole tomb for protection. In front of the tomb is Sunghyejeon Shrine, where
a memorial service was held. It was burnt down during the Imjin War in 1592 and
was rebuilt in 1794. Samguk Sagi (History of the Three Kingdoms) describes the
legend related to King Michu. In the 14 years of King Yurye’s reign (297), when
Silla suffered from attacks of Iseoguk, soldiers with bamboo leaves in their ears
appeared to repel the invaders and disappeared. Somebody saw bamboo leaves
piled on the tomb of King Michu and thought that the spirit of King Michu helped
Silla defeat Iseoguk. The tomb is thus called Jukjangneung or Jukhyeongneung.





