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Seated Stone Buddha of Yeongji

City/Province—designated Tangible Cultural Heritage No. 204

This Buddha statue is located in Gwaereung-ri, Oedong-eup, Gyeongju-si,
Gyeongsangbuk-do. It clearly shows the style of the United Silla period in terms of
a robust body frame and the expression of bulky knees, even with a part of a head
halo* and some of the head part lost to be barely visible. The right hand points
toward the earth while the left hand rests on the statue’s left lap with the palm
facing upward. An octagonal lotus pedestal is elaborate and fine, and a halo is
carved into the stone like the god of fire. They clearly depict the figure of the time
because of the small, splendid Buddhist carvings in a complicated fire pattern. It is
said to commemorate Asanyeo who waited for Asadal and tragically threw herself
into the pond, but the exact truth remains unclear.

* Halo :around light behind the statue of the Buddha
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Tomb of King Wonseong (Gwaereung Tomb)

Historic Site No. 26

This is the tomb of King Wonseong, the 38th king of the Silla Kingdom (r.785-798).
According to Samguk Sagi (“History of the Three Kingdoms”), the king was buried
south of Bongdeoksa Temple. Details of the construction of the tomb can be are found
in Stele of Sungboksa Temple written by Choe Chi-won. Under a round earth tumulus
is a stone fence featuring 12 Oriental zodiac images and surrounded by stone railings.
This place was the original site of Goksa Temple but was moved to the current site
of Sunkbosa Temple and the tomb was constructed here. It is also called Gwaereung
Tomb because a coffin was hung to avoid water seeping out of the ground when a
hole was dug according to folk beliefs of the Joseon Dynasty. It is the most perfect
form among royal tombs and is considered to be the most excellent in sculptural
technique.
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Stone Statues and Stone Pillars at
Tomb of King Wonseong Treasure

Stone statues are arranged on both sides of the entrance to the Tomb of King
Wonseong (Historic Site No. 26) in Gyeongju. They include four Muninseok (scholar
statues) and Muinseok (warrior statues), four stone lions, and two stone pillars.
Warrior statues were influenced by the styles of the countries bordering western
China, and therefore constitute important materials of the cultural exchanges
between the East and the West. The sculptures are also very lifelike, exhibiting the
realistic sculptural styles of stone figures at the royal tomb of King Seongdeok,
which were made when the United Silla period was at its zenith. Compared with
the stone statues from the royal tomb of King Heungdeok, these stone statues
are much more dynamic and life-like, and are representative of the realistic
sculptures that play a crucial role in the study of sculptures of the Silla Dynasty.
Along with the realistic sculptures of the eighth century, the stone statues are
valuable relics that capture the quintessence of the glorious Silla culture.





