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East /West Three—story Stone Pagoda
at Gameunsaji Temple Site

National Treasure

These twin pagodas stand side-by-side in a large courtyard of Gameunsa Temple.
The pagodas feature stone structures, each of which consist of a double-tier
base supporting a three-storied body and are of the same size and pattern. They
exhibit the initial layout of two pagodas departing from the one pagoda of the Silla
period right after the Three Kingdoms. One of the characteristic features of these
pagodas is that, unlike other stone pagodas wherein each story is represented
by a single block of stone, each story is built by assembling several stone blocks.
They were built in the 2nd year of the reign of King Sinmun (682). A gilt-bronze
sarira reliquary (Treasure No. 366) was discovered in a three-story main body
in 1959, when the west pagoda was dismantled for repair: a gilt-bronze sarira
reliquary (Treasure No. 1359) similar to the one found in the three-story main body
was discovered in 1996, when the east pagoda was dismantled for repair. These
are the largest three stone pagodas in Gyeongju and are certainly representative
of Korea'’s stone pagodas, with majestic figures standing firm and soaring high on
a raised promontory against the East Sea.
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Underwater Tomb of King Munmu
Historic Site No. 158

This underwater tomb, situated 200m off the shore of the East Sea, is the tomb of
King Munmu, the 30th king of Silla (r. 661-681). King Munmu took over the work from
his father, King Taejong Muyeol, to complete the unification of the Three Kingdoms by
defeating Goguryeo and driving out Tang Dynasty of China. The tomb, made of natural
rocks, features four waterways in four directions. The waterflow from east to west
stabilized the water-level inside the tomb. The remains of King Munmu are believed
to have been buried under the tortoise-shaped rock lying underwater with a length of
3.7m from south to north and width of 2.06m.
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Igyeondae Pavilion Historic Site No. 159

This pavilion commemorates the courage of King Munmu who defended his
state even after his death. According to records, his son, King Sinmun, made a
waterway in Gameunsa Temple under its main hall toward the East Sea to enable
the soul of his dead father to visit the temple. Afterwards, the place was named
lgyeondae because a dragon had appeared here. When the site of the building
in the United Silla period was found during the excavation works in 1970, it was
believed to be the architectural style of Silla. The existing building was accordingly
restored in 1979. A scenic hilltop offers a scenic view of Daeswangam Rock.





